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READING 

At St Chad’s, daily reading is woven into 
everything we do. Children encounter books 
in a variety of meaningful ways that help 
them grow as confident, fluent and 
enthusiastic readers.



READING AT ST CHAD’S

How Reading Happens at St Chad’s-

▪ Guided Reading with Adults
Small-group sessions led by teachers or support staff focus on specific reading skills such 
as decoding, comprehension, vocabulary and discussion. These sessions allow children to 
explore texts in depth with expert support.

▪ Individual 1:1 Reading
Children read independently with an adult, giving them personalised attention and 
feedback. This helps build fluency, confidence and a love of reading at their own pace.

▪ Listening to Stories from Our Reading Spine
Teachers regularly read high-quality, carefully chosen books aloud. These stories expose 
children to rich language, diverse characters and exciting ideas, helping them develop 
imagination and comprehension.



VIPERS 

 As part of guided reading the 
children take part in VIPERS. 

 VIPERS is an acronym to aid the 
recall of the six key skills of 
reading comprehension. They are 
the key areas which we feel 
children need to know and 
understand in order to improve 
their comprehension of texts.



 Your child will have one of 
these in their reading record to 
help you ask them questions 
when they are reading to you.



HERE’S HOW EACH SKILL MIGHT LOOK WHEN APPLIED TO A STORY LIKE 
THE GRUFFALO

 Vocabulary:
Question: What does the word “terrible” mean in “terrible tusks, and terrible claws”?
Answer: It means frightening or scary.

 Inference:
Question: Why do you think the mouse pretends to be friends with the Gruffalo?
Answer: Because he wants to trick the other animals into leaving him alone.

 Prediction:
Question: What do you think will happen when the mouse meets the Gruffalo?
Answer: The Gruffalo might try to eat him, but the mouse will find a clever way to escape.

 Explanation:
Question: Why do you think the author repeats the phrase “terrible tusks, and terrible claws”?
Answer: To emphasise how scary the Gruffalo is and build suspense.

 Retrieval:
Question: What food does the Gruffalo say he likes best?
Answer: Roasted fox, owl ice cream, and scrambled snake.

 Sequence/Summarise:
Question: Put these events in order: (1) The mouse meets the fox, (2) The mouse meets the owl, (3) The mouse 
meets the s



READING SPINE 

 Each class has a Reading Spine basket- that is a set of carefully chosen core 
books that form the foundation of a child’s reading journey, giving them 
access to timeless stories rich in language. 

 They are often classics and high-quality contemporary texts.

▪ It provides a “spine” or backbone to a reading curriculum, ensuring that all 
high-quality, carefully chosen books aloud. 

▪ These stories expose children to rich language, diverse characters and exciting 
ideas, helping them develop imagination and comprehension.

▪ Class 4 have the opportunity to take these books home to read and then review 
them for their peers. 

 



OUR NEW READING AWARD – INFORMATION FOR PARENTS

Our pupil voice groups have helped design a new way to encourage regular reading at home. Even as children get 
older, it’s still really important that they read aloud and that an adult listens to them regularly.

How it works:
•Please record every time you read with your child at home in your child’s reading record. 
Older children can fill in the log themselves, but an adult must initial it.

•In school, each week that an adult reads with your child, they will earn a star sticker.

•For every 10 stickers, your child will receive a “Hot Chocolate Reward Ticket”.
They can use this on a Friday as a special treat.

•After receiving their reward, the count will reset, and they can begin working toward their next 10 stickers.

This system is designed to celebrate children’s efforts, build a love of reading, and keep families involved in their 
reading journey. Thank you for your support!



CLICK ON THE BOOKS TO SEE WHAT BOOKS ARE IN OUR READING 
SPINE 
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mailto:%20https://www.st-finbars.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/SIL-EYFS-Recommended-Reading-List.pdf
https://www.st-finbars.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/SIL-EYFS-Recommended-Reading-List.pdf
https://www.eatonsquareschools.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Years-1-and-2-Suggested-Reading-List.pdf
https://universityprimaryschool.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/7/2020/02/100-books-to-try-and-read-in-year-3-and-4.pdf
https://www.staffordleys.bepschools.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/23/2020/11/100-books-to-read-in-year-5-and-6.pdf


WRITING 

We use Letter Join to support our handwriting sessions 

a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o p q r s t u v w x y z 

abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz 
Click on the icon to go to the website  

Tablet 
login
Username: qr8755
Swipe code: A capital 'L' shape starting at top left

PC login
Username: qr8755
Account 
Password:

home

https://www.letterjoin.co.uk/desktop_edition/home/index


SOUNDS WRITE  (PHONICS) 

 We use a programme called Sounds-Write to help children learn to read and spell.

 It’s a proven method that’s been checked and approved by the Department for Education.

 Sounds-Write is based on how children naturally learn — by listening to and using the sounds in their 
own language.

 Children are then taught how to match those sounds to letters and groups of letters when writing.

 The programme is step-by-step and carefully built up, so children don’t miss anything along the way.

 It helps children build all the skills, knowledge, and confidence they need to become strong readers and 
spellers.



CLICK ON THE VIDEO TO LISTEN TO THE CORRECT SOUNDS

Alex saying the sounds Sounds-Write Initial Code

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a8ZMfYjdN-s


SPELLING 

We have updated our spelling scheme with clear expectations for each progression step. (Next page) 

Throughout the week, children take part in activities to help them learn their spellings, explore patterns, and 
practise using the words in sentences. 
They are encouraged to apply these spellings in their writing, helping them remember them more securely and 
build confidence. 

Your support at home—practising words and discussing patterns—helps 
reinforce this learning





HOW TO SUPPORT AT HOME 

 Aim to read with your child at least three times a week.

 Keep sessions short (10–15 minutes) to maintain focus 
and enjoyment.

 Choose a mix of books: stories, poems, and non-fiction to 
broaden their experience.

 Use VIPERS Questions

 Watch the Phonics Video

 Check the school’s recommended video to ensure your 
child is saying the correct sounds.

 Encourage them to repeat sounds clearly and confidently.

 Praise effort as well as accuracy — confidence builds 
fluency.

• Remind your child to read with expression: change 

their voice for characters, pause at punctuation, and 

show emotion.

• Celebrate their efforts — even small improvements 

make a big difference.

• Let your child choose some of the books.

• Create a cozy reading spot at home.

• Talk about stories afterwards — link them to your 

child’s own experiences.
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